[image: image1.png]






Boat trip on Buriganga


River -  Dacca, Bangladesh�
�






Travels


TengChong (W. Yunnan – volcanoes!)


Hong Kong (my 5th & final Disneyland)


Philippines (snorkel, scuba & sunburn)


Bangladesh (country #95, hard work!)


Favourites


TV:	Walking Dead, Game of Thrones,


	Modern Family, Misfits


Film: Prometheus, Avengers, Iron Sky


CDs:	50 Words for Snow (Kate Bush)


	Dead Son Rising (Gary Numan)


	Strangeland (Keane)


	Brilliant (Ultravox)


	2nd Law (Muse)





Philippines





Family News


Mum & Dad – received a sizeable compensation payment from Tesco recently after Mum slipped on spilled yoghurt and incurred heavy bruising. Every little helps, right?


Dave, Sarah, Esme & Joshua – fostering of toddlers is going very well. Dave manages housing projects worth millions. Sarah’s kept busy as carer, taxi driver, cook, etc. Esme plays football for a top girls’ team. Joshua is learning piano & dance. 


Andy, Ali, Louie & Daisy – settled in their new house. All the kids (inc Harry) are enjoying their school & church lives. Andy’s counselling work in a large comprehensive school is much valued. Ali is starting a “Pre-school Music Sessions” business.


Granddad – turned 101 this year! Really feeling his age now, and keen to “move on”!


Ava’s Ma – life revolves around saving every last penny, then losing it gambling at Mahjong! She’s calmed down a bit this year though, and enjoys a laugh now and again.





E-mail: paulchina99@yahoo.co.uk	Blog: www.paulinchina.info


Postal address:	Robert’s School of Languages, Lóng Xiáng Jie #32, Kunming, Yunnan, China, 650031


				 中国云南省昆明市, 凤翥街 #32, 罗伯特外语学校  650031
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Personal News: Ava hated our trip to Bangladesh – she felt sick the whole time and blamed the food, the heat and the local hygiene. It was only after we returned to China and she continued �
�
�
�
to feel sick that the penny finally dropped and, after a  test or two, we realised she was pregnant! We hadn’t expected to be parents so soon (or perhaps at all), being relatively old for kids, but are delighted at the prospect (baby’s due April 1st!). Ava is finding the pregnancy quite hard, but we’re assured it’s worth it in the end!�
��
�
�
�
Work: I continue to find my job in Robert’s School a pleasant mixture of routine, challenges and plenty of free time. I teach 18 hours a week, nearly all at the weekend, with students ranging from 8 to 18 (plus adults, including a class of 50 Primary School teachers). My free time is taken up with exercise (running and badminton), studying Chinese (4-5 hours a week) and the blog!


Health: Overall, an improvement this year. My gout seems to be under control and the bouts of dizziness I’ve had in the past have been less frequent, perhaps due to having lost 10kg in weight, plus blood pressure medication, etc. I am losing my hair though…! 


Ava: Married life with my fabulous wife (and rather strange mother-in-law) continues to be a delight, a challenge and a fun adventure. Ava has to bear the brunt of household organisation (my Chinese doesn’t yet stretch to explaining fuseboxe voltages to workmen) alongside her busy career. I try to do my bit with washing, driving and simple DIY. Nappy changing soon too, she insists. An unconventional arrangement, but it seems to work.�
�
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�
Very best Christmas wishes from Paul            &  Ava xx�
�
�
�
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