[image: image1.png]






Travels


Sub-tropical XiShuangBanna, SW China


ChongQing, China twice (once for proof


that I was single, and later for Ava’s UK visa)


Three weeks back in Blighty


	


Favourites


TV: Fringe, Dr Who, Game of Thrones


Films: Source Code, Super 8, Moon


DVD Concert: Tour of the Universe


		        (Depeche Mode)


CDs: Interplay (John Foxx and the Maths)


	  Credo (Human League)


	   Seven Letters (Enigma)


	   Midwinter Graces (Tori Amos)





Personal News


This year was fantastic and very memorable. My parents visited in March to meet my fiancée, Ava, for the first time. Ava and I visited Britain in July to meet my friends and family. By that time we were already married (on paper) but enjoyed a superb wedding celebration in Winchester. Our “third” wedding of the year was a fairly lavish affair in a posh hotel in Kunming, with Chinese friends


and family. In between all these events I also moved into Ava’s house, got promoted at work and was filmed for a Chinese T.V. documentary. I’ve been generally �
��
�
healthier this year too, with less dizziness, no reoccurrence of the Glandular Fever and only occasional gout attacks. Long may it continue!





Work News


I was given a proper title earlier this year, “Director of Studies” with responsibility for the 10 foreign teachers at my school. I’ve also continued to be very involved in developing teacher-training courses and support materials for new teachers. My weekly classes include students from 9 to 49 years of age, but I love that challenge and the variety it creates. This is my 4th happy year at Robert’s School - the longest I’ve ever stayed in any job!





So who is “Ava” (aka JiaJia)?


Those who met my wife this year will know she is a gem - funny, patient, kind and generous. She speaks great English (she had a good teacher!) and owns a high-end fashion boutique. We live, together with Ava’s Ma, in a good-sized house. Do come and visit!





Very best wishes from Paul         & Ava x





Family News


Mum & Dad …pulled out all the stops to visit us, despite various ills. Mum has worsening arthritis, but thankfully Dad’s cancer seems to be under control. 


Dave, Sarah, Esme & Joshua …arranged horse-riding, a photo shoot and a wonderful honeymoon in a castle for Ava and I. Just brilliant!


Andy, Ali, Harry, Louie & Daisy …did so much to make our UK wedding celebration so successful, despite being about to move house themselves!


Granddad …turned 100 this year! Wow! I was so pleased to see him again and introduce my wife (I never met Ava’s Gran, as she died a few weeks before we started going out).


Ava’s Ma …had some kidney problems while we were in the UK leading to a few stays in hospital. She keeps busy with shopping, cooking, knitting and TV.








E-mail: paulchina99@yahoo.co.uk	Blog: www.paulinchina.info


Postal address: 	Robert’s School of Languages, Lóng Xiáng Jie #32, Kunming, Yunnan, China, 650031


				中国云南省昆明市, 凤翥街 #32, 罗伯特外语学校  650031
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