[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg]



Snowy mountain ascent


to a Tibet monastery





Travels


Tibet (at the 3rd attempt!)


Taiwan


Sri Lanka


Eastern Guizhou, China (with “Ava”)





Favourites


TV: The Closer, Torchwood, Fringe, Dragon’s Den, Dollhouse





Films: The Changeling, Star Trek, Terminator Salvation,  Eagle Eye





Concerts (on DVD): Rammstein





CDs: Foot of the Mountain (A-ha)


   Sounds of the Universe (Depeche Mode)





Personal News


This was certainly a year of ups and downs for me. 





A big “up” was returning to the UK for a long 3½ month holiday after 4 years away. Great to see family and friends after so long. 





The main “down” was my health. No sooner had I got on top of months of gout attacks, than I started getting chest pains, dizzy attacks and glandular fever. Tests and medications in China and the UK followed, but many plans for my return to the UK had to be cancelled or postponed, including a trip to West Africa which I’d hoped would take me close to my 100th country visited.
































 


 6 months of the year. Ending the year with 11 days travelling together, followed by 3½ months apart has been a test, and we look forward to a “better paced” 2010, to see how things progress!





I return to Kunming, China in January 2010 - it seems very much my home, at least for the foreseeable future - and resume work there at Robert’s School. As ever, see my blog for ongoing news!


Season’s Greetings and 


   very best wishes, Paul 





Family News


Mum and Dad - it was great to enjoy my parents’ hospitality, kindness and cooking during my time back in the UK. There’s no better place to be unwell.


Dave, Sarah, Esme and Joshua - Dave bought me tickets to see my favourite team Everton this year. A great experience, despite the result.


Andy, Ali, Harry, Louie and Daisy - Seeing Louie and Daisy at the airport on my arrival back for the first time in the flesh, was a lovely surprise.


Granddad - at 98 years old you’d expect a few aches and pains, but he remains cheery, witty and an inspiration to all he comes into contact with.








E-mail: paulchina99@yahoo.co.uk	Blog: www.paulinchina.info


Postal address: 	Robert’s School of Languages, Lóng Xiáng Jie #26, Kunming, Yunnan, China, 650031


				中国云南省昆明市, 凤翥街 #26, 罗伯特外语学校  650031





Paul





Perhaps the biggest “up” of the  year was finding myself (a little surprisingly!) in a relationship for the first time in 45 years! “Ava” is a 35-year old Chinese woman who I started to grow increasingly close to over the last 





Ava








